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Heinrich Handschin, the Muscovite
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happen, the Russian Appeals Court decided that inheritance taxes had to be
paid because the will did not determine the goals of the Foundation exactly
enough. The liquidation of the Russian assets was finally completed in
1896. It was also clarified and stated how much Handschin's previous
partner, Jakob Wirz, had to pay to the Canton of Basel-Landschaft every
year in order to take over Handschin' s share in the firm.

Organization of the Foundation
Now the assets of the Foundation were clear: at the end of 1894 it
amounted to 1,222,200.00. Already on November 24, 1894, the Cantonal
Executive passed a bill containing the first by-laws of the Foundation and
appointed the members of the first board. On January 8, 1895, the board
met for the first time.
A month later the first applications for scholarships had arrived coming
from:
a) Nebel Anton, medical student, Aesch;
b) Nebel Joseph, medical student, Aesch;
c) Schweizer Heinrich, student in veterinary medicine, Oberdorf;
d) Tschopp Hermann, junior high student, Waldenburg;
e) Jenni Otto, student in the humanities, Wenslingen;
f) Gutzwiller Otto, junior high student, Therwil;
g) Baumgartner Alice, painter, Liestal;
h) Thtirkauf Joseph, sculptor, Oberwil;
i) Schneider Benedikt, theology student, Pfeffingen.
The inspector of the Armenerziehungsverein also applied for the
following pupils for training in a trade:
a) Handschin Gottlieb, shoemaker, Ormalingen;
b) Weiss August, tailor, Frenkendorf;
c) Regenass Carl, barrel-maker, Niederdorf;
d) Madorin Gottlieb, tailor, Zunzgen;
e) Nebiker Hans, smith, Eptingen.
(Minutes of February 15, 1895)21
One application was withdrawn, all the others were approved.
From the beginning the Foundation supported young men and women
in a great variety of trades and studies. The goal consisted in providing
support for the entire time of a person's education so that there would be no
need to interrupt it for financial reasons. In a very short time the board
members worked out guidelines to determine who was entitled to support:

21

StABL, cf. fn.5. C. Handschin Foundation. Minutes of the Board 1895-1912.
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"After having read the applications on hand, the following
decisions were made for the time being: Those entitled to support
are divided into three categories:
1st category: university students, students at art academies
receiving up to sfr. 500/yr;
2nd category: students in teacher colleges, and college
preparatory schools receiving up to sfr. 250/yr;
3rd category: apprentices in trades."
According to a special regulation trade apprentices had to submit their
applications to the handwerklicher Gewerbeverein [Society for Unions of
Craftsmen] which then provided recommendations to the Foundation board.
Support was approved when 1) there was an official attestation about the
financial situation of the applicant or his/her parents which proved that
financial support was indeed necessary, and 2) a report about the applicant's
school attendance, diligence and abilities was provided.
Another scholarship recipient:
Franz Hasenbohler
Born on November 1, 1936 as citizen of Therwil near Basel. He attended
the elementary school in Therwil and graduated with a Matura [the
nationally required exam which allows entering a Swiss (or German,
Austrian) university, type A, i.e. with Greek and Latin] from the humanities
branch of the Gymnasium [college preparatory school] in Basel in 1956.
Subsequently he studied philosophy and law at the universities of Basel and
Fribourg and received a doctor in law in 1974.
After internships in several courts in the Canton of Basel-Landschaft
and in a law firm in Basel, he was elected clerk at the Criminal Court of
Basel-Landschaft in Liestal. After two years in that position he passed the
bar exam. Then he was elected Clerk of the District Court. After two years
he began to work for the private sector becoming director of the legal
department for an insurance firm .
1971
elected president of the District Court in Arlesheim;
1979
Habilitation [second dissertation to gain the right to give courses
at an university] at the law faculty of the University of Basel,
appointed as Privatdozent [roughly equivalent to assistant
professor, but without regular salary];
1982
election to additional Federal Judge [i.e. this was not his main
occupation];
1984
appointment as extraordinary professor of law at the University
of Basel [with regular salary];
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